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Sign up for eDelivery
Get organized and reduce clutter 
with electronic delivery of your 
quarterly statements. You’ll 
receive your statement as soon  
as it’s ready rather than waiting 
for delivery by mail. Plus, you’ll 
help the environment! 

Log in to your account at 
LincolnFinancial.com/Retirement, 
select Profile, and then click 
Settings to sign up for eDelivery. 

Regular maintenance keeps your car 
running smoothly. Annual checkups 
with your retirement plan representative 
can benefit your retirement account in 
the same way. According to a Lincoln 
Financial Group study, 66% of plan 
participants say that in-person meetings 
with a financial professional are the best 
way to motivate them to make positive 
changes to their retirement savings.1 

ASK QUESTIONS TO FUEL YOUR JOURNEY 
As you begin to travel along the road  
to retirement, consider these questions: 

•  Do you need to balance saving 
for retirement with other financial 
priorities?

•  Do you know how to manage risk  
in your retirement plan?

• When would you like to retire?

•  What kind of retirement lifestyle  
do you imagine, and what will it cost?

•  How long may your retirement last? 
The Social Security Administration 
estimates that your savings may need 
to last 20 to 30 years.

MAP YOUR ROUTE
Now that you’ve pictured your future, 
your retirement plan representative  
can help you: 

•  Establish your savings goal.  

•  Determine your potential risk tolerance. 

•  Figure out how much you should be 
saving each year to reach your goal.

GET HELP ALONG THE WAY 
Your annual review is a great time  
to discuss the topics that matter to  
you, and you can:

•  Discuss the amount you’ve saved  
and your potential retirement needs.

Tune up your 
retirement account. 
An annual review provides 
personal help.

HELPING YOU 
PLAN FOR 
TOMORROW 
TODAYYour Future
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Contact your retirement plan 
representative today to schedule  
an annual review.

Talk with your retirement plan representative about how you may be able to increase  
your contributions, or visit LincolnFinancial.com/ContributionPlanner to see how boosting 
your contributions may affect your paycheck.

IRS announces 2017 contribution limits
Saving more now may help you meet your long-term goals.

YOUR 
LIFE

The new year is a great time to 
consider reaching a total savings 
rate of 10% to 15%, including 
any available employer matching 
contributions. If you’re age 50  

or older, consider taking advantage of catch-up 
contributions, too.

$6,000
2017 catch-up contribution  

limit for age 50 or over

$18,000
2017 maximum salary deferral 

•  Review your short- and long-term  
savings goals.

•  Explore ways you can balance 
competing financial priorities.

•  Get tips on how to create 
strategies to manage risk as  
you work toward your goals.

1 Lincoln Retirement Power ® Participant Engagement  
Study, 2015.
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What’s the biggest mistake 
people make in calculating their 
withholding?

You need to revisit withholding 
whenever you experience life 
changes—marriage, divorce, having 
kids. If you receive a big tax refund  
or wind up owing the IRS a bundle 
when you file, those are sure signs  
that something is amiss.

How can workers adjust their 
withholdings to free up cash for 
retirement savings?

The average refund this past spring  
was $2,732. That means the average    

Consider replacing your tax refund with retirement savings.
Taxes are a fact of life, but a little planning can help you pay the right amount of taxes  

while freeing up money for retirement. Kevin McCormally, chief content officer of Kiplinger 

Washington Editors magazine and Kiplinger.com, points out that getting cash back from  

the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) really means you’re short-changing your own retirement. 

The positive power of change
Life-altering events can help you focus on what’s important, including retirement. 

Q&A

WELLNESS

Ask your retirement plan representative how to maximize your retirement savings,  
or visit LincolnFinancial.com/Retirement for more information on retirement planning.

Visit LincolnFinancial.com/Retirement 
or contact your retirement plan 
representative to discover positive 
changes you can make to your  
retirement planning.

Big changes, whether they’re positive 
or negative, can make you stop and 
consider what’s important to you and 
your future. Changes also can help you 
discover new aspects of yourself:

FLEXIBILITY
Each change helps you adapt to 
new situations a little more easily so 
you’re better prepared to handle the 
unexpected (or to adjust your budget,  
if necessary).

PRIORITIES
A big event can make you re-evaluate 
what matters most in your life and think 
about what you see for yourself down 
the line. 

MENTAL STRENGTH
Not all changes are positive, but 
overcoming difficulties can help give 
you the strength to do what it takes  
to prepare for tomorrow.

 
Apply your newfound strengths  
to your long-term goals.

 
Find the flexibility to save a little 
more each week.

 
Make saving for retirement  
a bigger priority.

 
Try to save even more now  
for your future.

worker who gets a refund overpaid  
his or her taxes by about $225 a month. 
If you fix your Form W-4 to match 
withholding to your actual tax liability, 
you can start saving that money  
for retirement.  

Is there a downside to getting  
a big tax refund every April?

It’s hard to argue against getting  
a nice check from the government,  
but there’s a downside—you don’t 
have access to that money if you  
need it before refund time. Adjust  
your withholding so you get more  
of your money when you earn it. 



Keeping your target investment mix
When markets fluctuate, so does the value of your investments—and that may change your 

asset allocation, or the percentages of your portfolio dedicated to stocks, bonds and cash.  

Strategic asset allocation can help smooth market ups and downs. You may find it helpful to 

check your portfolio every year to make sure it still reflects your chosen asset allocation. 

STEPS 
TO. . .

Review your asset allocation. Is it appropriate for your 
time horizon—the time you have until retirement—and your 
risk tolerance?

MATCH YOUR PORTFOLIO TO YOUR NEEDS
STEP

1

You may not notice much change in your asset allocation from 
month to month. But over time, little changes can add up to big 
differences. If you find that your asset allocation has drifted 
from your target, you may want to rebalance your portfolio  
to bring your investment mix back in line with your target percentages.

REVIEW YOUR PORTFOLIO EACH YEAR
STEP

2

Keep making contributions 
to your retirement plan 
despite market volatility. 
Having a diversified portfolio 
may help you manage market 
ups and downs as you work 
toward achieving your 
retirement goals. 

KEEP A MIX
STEP

3

Log in to your account at 
LincolnFinancial.com/Retirement 
to review your asset allocation.

* 2015 SBBI Classic Yearbook, Morningstar. Stocks are 
represented by the S&P 500 Index. Bonds are represented  
by 10-year U.S. Treasury bonds. Cash is represented  
by 30-day Treasury bills.

* 2015 SBBI Classic Yearbook, Morningstar. Stocks are represented by the S&P 500 Index.  
Bonds are represented by 10-year U.S. Treasury bonds. 

POTENTIAL DRIFT OVER TIME

Time is on your side

INVESTING AS YOUR CAREER PROGRESSES

Younger workers  
may be able to maximize  

their growth potential 
because they have time 

to weather market 
fluctuations. Older workers  

have less time to 
recover from market 

dips, so they may want 
to consider lower-risk 

investments as they get 
closer to retirement.

Here’s a look at the relative risk 
levels and average annual returns  
of stocks, bonds, and cash from 
1928 to 2015.*

Stocks had higher growth potential, 
but with more risk. Keep that in 
mind to maintain a portfolio that 
helps make time work for you.

On January 1, 2005* On December 31, 2015* 

n Bonds   n Stocks    

Stocks

11.7%

Bonds

5.3%

Cash

3.5%

Less risk More risk
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40% 32%

60% 68%



Total living costs: Housing costs 
and state taxes are major factors, but 
there may be costs you haven’t taken 
into account. For instance, there’s 
no state income tax in Florida, but 
you’ll pay for hurricane insurance. 

Thinking about  
where you’ll retire?  
A comfortable climate 
and low taxes are big 
considerations, but 
don’t stop there. Here 

are other factors to keep in mind: 

Lifestyle: How close do you want 
to be to your family? Would you 
prefer to live near a beach, a golf 
course, or areas for hiking? If you 
enjoy traveling, you may want to 
be close to a major airport or cruise 
port, while others might want 
the culture of a college town. 

Career: If you’re launching a 
second career, a business or 
another retirement pursuit, what 
are potential job opportunities? 

DESTINATION 
AHEAD 

Not a deposit 

Not FDIC-insured 

Not insured by any federal 
government agency 

Not guaranteed by any  
bank or savings association 

May go down in value

Important disclosures:

Mutual funds and variable annuities are sold by prospectus. Investors are advised to consider 
carefully the investment objectives, risks, and charges and expenses of a mutual fund and,  
in the case of a variable annuity, the variable contract and its underlying investment options.  
To obtain a mutual fund or variable annuity prospectus that contains this and other information, 
call 800-4LINCOLN. Carefully read the prospectus before investing or sending money.

Variable annuities are long-term investment products designed particularly for retirement purposes and are subject to market 
fluctuation, investment risk and possible loss of principal. Variable annuities contain both investment and insurance components 
and have fees and charges, including mortality and expense, administrative and advisory fees. Optional features are available for an 
additional charge. The annuity’s value fluctuates with the market value of the underlying investment options, and all assets accumulate 
tax-deferred. Withdrawals of earnings are taxable as ordinary income and, if taken prior to age 59½, may be subject to an additional 
10% federal tax. Withdrawals will reduce the death benefit and cash surrender value. There is no additional tax-deferral benefit for an 
annuity contract purchased in an IRA or other tax-qualified plan.

Variable annuities sold in New York are issued by Lincoln Life & Annuity Company of New York, Syracuse, NY, and distributed by 
Lincoln Financial Distributors, Inc., a broker-dealer. For all other states, variable annuities are issued by The Lincoln National Life 
Insurance Company, Fort Wayne, IN, and distributed by Lincoln Financial Distributors, Inc., a broker-dealer. The Lincoln National 
Life Insurance Company does not solicit business in the state of New York, nor is it authorized to do so. Contractual 
obligations are subject to the claims-paying ability of the appropriate issuing company. 

The mutual fund-based programs include certain services provided by Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. (LFA), a broker-dealer (member 
FINRA) and an affiliate of Lincoln Financial Group, 1300 S. Clinton St., Fort Wayne, IN 46802. Unaffiliated broker-dealers also may 
provide services to customers.

This material is provided by The Lincoln National Life Insurance Company, Fort Wayne, IN, and, in New York, Lincoln Life & Annuity 
Company of New York, Syracuse, NY, and their applicable affiliates (collectively referred to as “Lincoln”). This material is intended for 
general use with the public. Lincoln does not provide investment advice, and this material is not intended to provide investment advice. 
Lincoln has financial interests that are served by the sale of Lincoln programs, products and services.

©2016 Lincoln National Corporation 

LincolnFinancial.com/Retirement

Lincoln Financial Group is the 
marketing name for Lincoln National 
Corporation and its affiliates.

Affiliates are separately responsible 
for their own financial and 
contractual obligations.
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For more information you can use to help plan for a bright future,  
visit LincolnFinancial.com/Retirement.

Healthcare: Consider types of care 
you may need, as well as distance  
to medical facilities. If you think you’ll 
make frequent visits to specialists, 
a solitary cabin in the woods may 
not be the ideal retirement locale.
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Consider these factors when 
making your decision.
   

Where do you 
want to retire?


