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TAX PLANNING FOR SAME-SEX                                                

(AND ALL) MARRIED COUPLES: 

 

THINGS TO CONSIDER 

 

 
 

Do you know any same-sex couples in a committed family relationship?  

The Supreme Court recently changed the rules about how same-sex married 

couples are treated under federal law.  Regardless of whether you support the 

decision or not, the decision creates opportunities for same-sex couples that 

they should know about.  

 

The Supreme Court decided in Obergefell v. Hodges that prohibitions 

against both the performance of a same-sex marriage and the recognition of 

a same-sex marriage were unconstitutional. The majority opinion concluded 

that the right to marry is a fundamental right inherent in the liberty of the 

person, and that couples of the same sex may not be deprived of that right 

and that liberty. 

 

Now all 50 states and Washington DC must recognize same-sex marriages 

and issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples. Furthermore, all states and 

the federal government must recognize legally performed same-sex 

marriages no matter where the same-sex couple was married or lives.  

 

The key to the new recognition of rights is that the marriage must be a legal 

marriage. Same-sex couples that have entered into civil unions or domestic 

partnerships will not be granted all of these protections or opportunities. 

 

What are the opportunities now available to same-sex married couples?  

Here’s a list of some of the potential benefits: 

 

 

1. Same-sex married couples may file their tax returns as “married 

filing jointly.”  That tax status may allow the married couple to 

reduce the overall federal income tax liability that they might have 

incurred filing as separate taxpayers.  Furthermore, married couples 

should evaluate whether they should amend recent past returns to 

seek a refund. 
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2. Same-sex married couples will likely qualify for spousal benefits 

under pension and other employer-sponsored benefit plans. 
 

3. Same-sex spouses will likely qualify for Social Security spousal 

and survivors’ benefits. 

 

4. Surviving same-sex spouses will likely have more generous 

rights in the event of the death of the spouse, including 

 

a. Stretch options with regard to qualified accounts 

b. Spousal claims against the decedent’s estate 

 

I do my best to stay current on tax and other financial opportunities that are 

available.  If you know of anyone who might be able to benefit from the 

new rules, I’d like to meet them. 

 

Are you worried about your own projected tax bill for 2015?  Please let me 

help.  We can review your situation together and discuss the financial 

planning opportunities you might be missing. 

 

 

 

 

AS ALWAYS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CALL TO DISCUSS THESE 

OR OTHER FINANCIAL SECURITY ISSUES OF CONCERN. 

 

 

 
Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. and its representatives do not provide legal 

or tax advice. You may want to consult a legal or tax advisor regarding any 

legal or tax information as it relates to your personal circumstances. 

 

 

› Abiel Acosta CFP®  is a registered representative of Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. 
› “Securities offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer. Member SIPC. 

›  “Investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors or Sagemark Consulting, a division 
of Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a registered investment advisor.” 

›  Insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies.” Michigan. Securities offered through 

Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker/dealer (member SIPC) and an insurance agency. 
› California. Insurance offered through Lincoln Marketing and Insurance Agency, LLC and Lincoln Associates 

Insurance Agency, Inc. and other fine companies.   

› Utah. LFA Insurance Agency. Insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine companies.   
› Washington. Insurance offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. and LFA Limited Liability 

Company. 

› “The content of this material was provided to you by Lincoln Financial Advisors for its representatives and 
their clients and is for informational purposes only.  Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. and its representatives 

do not provide legal or tax advise.  You may want to consult a legal or tax advisor regarding any legal or tax 

information as it relates to your personal circumstances.” 
› CA License # 0E60415 

› CRN# 1268322-0807155 

 

https://secure.reged.com/AdTrax/submissionoverview/1268322
https://secure.reged.com/AdTrax/submissionoverview/1241060
https://secure.reged.com/AdTrax/submissionoverview/1241060

