
Fusion Pointe
Igniting entrepreneurial growth

The OppOrTunITy New business creation brings  
game-changing technologies, wealth-creating investment opportunities 
and good-paying jobs, giving talented young professionals more reasons 
to stay, live and work in our region. 

We are a nonprofit venture development organization 
focused on encouraging, accelerating and expanding the 
innovation economy in Southwest Florida.
Increasing the number of new high growth businesses is the first step in establishing 

the potential for entrepreneurship to be a major driver of the regional economy.  We 

provide the most promising entrepreneurs with the capital, expertise and connections 

they need to begin turning their ideas into investor-ready companies.

We are serial entrepreneurs, investors, philanthropic, public and private business 

leaders. We have successfully raised capital and led ground-breaking initiatives in 

Southwest Florida and other parts of the country. In the last year, we have:

• Identified a significant number of 

promising entrepreneurs and startups

• Uncovered regional gaps in capital and 

support for startups

• Transformed seed and pre-seed startups 

into investor-ready companies via high-

impact technical assistance

SPACE IN WHICH FUSION POINTE OPERATES
(not ready for private investment)

IMAGINING INCUBATING DEMONSTRATING MARKET ENTRY GROWTH &
SUSTAINABILITY

(ready for private investment)

AccelerATIOn pOInT

www.fusionpointe.org I @fusionpointe 

Our 
prIOrITIeS 

• CREATE, DISCOVER  

AND ATTRACT HIGH 

QUALITY DEAL FLOW 

with targeted marketing 
communications and 
programming

• PRODUCE MORE 

INVESTOR-READY 

COMPANIES through 
investment capital and 
high-impact assistance 
by experienced serial 
entrepreneurs

• ENSURE EFFICIENCY, 

INCREASE LEVERAGE 

AND SPEED OUTCOMES 

by partnering with other 
regional entrepreneurial  
support providers



87%  of technology startups 
plan to hire new employees in 2013
Startup Outlook Report (2013, Silicon Valley Bank)

4.3 jobs in the local goods and 
services economy (healthcare, hotels, 
restaurants, construction) are created 
for each 1 new tech job created 
High-Tech Employment and Wages in the United 
States (2012, Bay Area Council Economic Institute)

“While the average worker may never 
be employed by Google or a high-
tech startup, our jobs are increasingly 
supported by the wealth created by 
innovators.” 
Enrico Moretti, Professor of Economics at the 
University of California, Berkeley and author of 
The New Geography of Jobs

STeve WAllIng 
steve@fusionpointe.org | 440.812.5433 

leArn mOre AbOuT The ImpAcT neW venTureS  
cAn hAve On Our cOmmunITy:

The rIghT cOnnecTIOnS Not only will we deliver resources directly to 
entrepreneurs, but we’ll leverage the experience and expertise of our partners to accelerate 
the regional innovation economy. 

We have forged key partnerships—including a formal relationship with proven Cleveland-

based nonprofit JumpStart Inc.—to help us shape and implement programs to advance 

the region’s innovation economy. By partnering with JumpStart, we can get up-and-running 

more quickly and generate real outcomes, sooner. 

JumpSTArT WIll prOvIde: 
•experience Access to best practices and seasoned practitioners 

•capacity Practical, targeted solutions and back office assistance to reduce the time 

between planning and implementation

JumpSTArT AT-A-glAnce
• $29M invested in 76 companies

• $628M in risk capital raised by clients

• 560 young ventures assisted

• 15 regions consulted

• 5 venture development organizations launched

puTTIng pArTnerShIpS TO WOrK

To ensure more high potential startups launch and scale in Southwest 

Florida, we look to expand and develop our public, private and philanthropic 

partnerships with:

•Private donors

•Higher education institutions 

•Economic development institutions

•Foundations 

•Corporations

•Government institutions

Fusion Pointe
www.fusionpointe.org I @fusionpointe 

currenT 
SITuATIOn

“Wages and salaries 
in Southwest Florida 
metropolitan areas 
barely keep pace 
with population 
growth, much less 
inflation.”
Wells Fargo Securities’ 
Florida Economic Outlook: 
May 2013

12%  
overall decline 
in SW Florida 
residents' incomes 
since 2007 recession 
(2012, Herald-Tribune)


